Annual
Review
2021/22.

British Marine - Annual Review 2022

British Marine - Annual Review 2022

What a year!
As the British Marine membership year comes
to a close, now is the perfect time to share some
of the highlights of the last year and to showcase

2021/22 –
an extremely
busy year.

the support and opportunities we have delivered
for you, our members.

We also introduced a new Training
Platform, providing over 90
accredited, free and low-cost
courses, to aid recruitment, staff
development and skills shortages.
Heading into 2022, we hosted the
first ever British Marine National
Conference, which proved a big hit
with industry leaders, providing an
opportunity to learn from each other,
share success stories and network
face-to-face after a long period apart!

Despite recent challenges it has been
an extremely busy and successful year.
The team have resolved thousands
of member enquiries, provided
networking opportunities, stakeholder
meetings, industry updates,
international events and have also
introduced a number of new events
and opportunities to the calendar.
In a year when staycations were
booming, we launched Onthewater.
co.uk, a brand-new website dedicated
to helping promote and encourage
people to try watersports and provide
our members offering pay and play
watersports opportunities a platform
to list their company and reach new
audiences.
With a brand-new layout and
new watersports zones the
Southampton International
Boat Show was back in all its glory,
securing its place as the biggest
marine showcase in the UK and one
of Europe’s largest on-water events.

We also introduced several new
exhibiting opportunities and events in
both the UK and overseas including
a return to the Caravan, Camping &
Motorhome Show with a designated
British Marine stand providing
relevant member businesses with a
unique cross-selling opportunity to
reach new audiences.
While our work supporting those
working within the high-end yacht
market led directly to the development
of the new London Luxury Afloat
boat show, tailored particularly to
prospective buyers in this sector.
Looking to 2022/23 we have some
fantastic opportunities already lined
up for the year ahead.
Members looking to grow in
international markets now have even
more opportunities to exhibit abroad
as we add the Cannes Yachting
Festival and Miami International
Boat Show to our International
Events calendar, with new funding
opportunities available to members
following our work with the
Department for International
Trade (DIT).

In line with our National Agenda,
we will be looking closely at what
we can do to support and develop
talent, through the provision of
courses, apprenticeship and graduate
programmes, plus ways in which we
can help retain people in the industry,
with the development of career
pathways, accreditation and
training opportunities.
We are excited to reveal plans for
the 2022 Southampton International
Boat Show, which promises to be
bigger and better than ever. We will
be developing the different ‘zones’,
bringing more attractions and unveiling
a brand-new VIP package never seen
before at the show.
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All these initiatives, whether new or
well-established, have been delivered
as a direct result of member feedback
and it has been fantastic to see how
positive the outcomes have been.
Membership is at the heart of British
Marine and with your support we
look forward to another busy and
successful year.

Lesley Robinson, OBE
CEO, British Marine
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Every day British Marine is working hard on behalf
of its members, from the UK leisure boating,

2021-22
highlights.

superyacht and small commercial marine industry

January
Hire Boat and Recreational Craft Regulations (RCR)
training course launch
Supporting our members following the UK’s departure from the
European Union, British Marine successfully delivered a new
Hire Boat Code and RCR training courses.

from across a broad range of businesses including
boat builders, chandlers, brokers, marinas,

Return to the Caravan, Camping & Motorhome Show
The designated British Marine stand provided members
the opportunity to break into new markets and reach new
audiences with great success at the sell-out show.

passenger boats and engines.
Here is a just a snapshot of what we have
been up to in this membership year.

March

2021

First ever industrywide British Marine National Conference

July

Heralded a great success, our first ever National Conference
provided the opportunity for industry leaders to network,
attend inspiring speaker sessions and celebrate the marine
industry together after a long two-year break.

Onthewater.co.uk

DIT Funding for international events

Onthewater.co.uk was launched
to encourage more people to take
up watersports and to promote
member businesses. In its first
three months, 25,000 watersports
enthusiasts visited the website
where 300+ watersports providers
are now listed.

Working closely with our partners at the DIT (Department for
International Trade), we supported our members in securing
grants of up to £9,000 to exhibit at international boat shows.

November
METSTRADE
The UK Pavilion, managed by British
Marine, provided member companies
with a platform to promote themselves
at the world’s largest B2B exhibition
for marine equipment. We were also
delighted to celebrate British Marine
members, Volvo Penta, as the overall
DAME award winner.

Published our first research
report of the year
In conjunction with the Canal &
River Trust, we published a brand-new
report on the health and wellbeing
benefits of being on the water.
Successfully lobbied for alternative
funding following the cancellation
of TAP Grants
Following the sudden cancellation
of the much-valued TAP grant for
overseas traders, British Marine,
along with Maritime UK launched
a swift campaign to reinstate a
form of funding for those members
who were so badly affected. This
resulted in the creation of the
internationalisation fund and a
new UK Tradeshow Programme
fund which our members are now
able to apply for.

August
Paddle Against Plastic
Hosted in partnership with Planet
Patrol, a charity committed to
cleaning up UK waters, a Paddle
Against Plastic event was organised
on Southampton’s River Itchen, which
saw 67 people take to the water.

90 NEW training courses launched

September
Southampton International Boat Show
Despite the pandemic, 88,000+ visitors attended the 52nd edition
of the show, with 13,500 taking to the water, an increase of 22%.
The show saw 500+ exhibitors and the introduction of a brand-new
layout, which included 5 new dedicated watersports zones.
Apprenticeship graduation
Covering a wide range of vital roles within the marine industry,
30 apprentices successfully graduated through British Marine
member companies.
Monaco Yacht Show
Through British Marine, member companies had the opportunity to
exhibit within the SYUK pavilion at this premium superyacht show.

In response to the challenges our
members are experiencing with
recruitment, staff development
and skills shortages, British Marine
launched 90 new courses including
fully funded Level 2 and low cost CPD
accredited courses.

British Marine achieves Apprenticeship End Point
Assessment status
British Marine became an End Point Assessment Organisation
(EPAO) for apprenticeships within the boatbuilder, marine engineer,
marina and boatyard sectors.

In response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, British Marine
created a microsite to provide members with the relevant
information they needed to ensure they were not in breach
of the latest rules and trading sanctions.

April
London Luxury Afloat
Bringing together the finest sailing, motor and superyachts
from leading industry brands, London Luxury Afloat provided
a unique opportunity for customers to shop for luxury crafts.
The event proved to be an immense success and we are already
planning the next one!

First physical networking event
post pandemic
November saw, for the first time since
the start of the pandemic, the return
of a physical networking event. Over
80 members from the inland boating
sector met in Birmingham to share
knowledge, best practice and of course
to network!

May
International events calendar launch

December
October

Russian and Ukraine conflict

Successfully lobbied to change
HMRC rules on VAT payments for
returning vessels
Saving our members thousands of
pounds, British Marine succeeded in
changing HMRC rules on VAT payments
for returning vessels.

Cannes Yachting Festival and Miami International Boat Show
added to our events calendar, offering members an affordable
route to new markets.

June
Crick Boat Show
Promoting British Marine members at the UK’s largest
inland boat show.
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A reminder of
your benefits
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Business support

Growth

Marketing and
promotion

Networking

Representation

•

Technical support

•

•

Regional association events

•

•

Health, safety and
environmental guidance

•

Sector association events

Lobbying on behalf of
your sector

•

Free job adverts

Committee meetings

•

•

Legal & VAT guidance

•

Setting and maintaining
standards

•

Member forums

•

Webinar briefings

Access to the DIT
Internationalisation fund

•

•

•

Influencing Government policy

Free credit checks

International trade shows

•

British Marine awards

•

•

•

•

Crisis Management

•

British Marine Magazine

•

Access mediation service

Preferential rates on training
courses and personal
accreditation

Attending meetings with
Government & regulators

•

•

Access to British Marine
National Conference

•

Latest News and association
newsletters

•

The Green Blue business
directory and initiatives

•

Find a member directory

•

FREE onthewater.co.uk listings

Statistics and market
intelligence

•

Use of the British Marine and
Associated logos
Access to British Marine shows
and events

We‘re here
to help
We would love to hear all about your plans and
also challenges for the coming year!
Please do get in touch with us to book a free
consultation and find out how we may be able to
support you: membership@britishmarine.co.uk
All details correct at time of going to print and
may be subject to change without notice. British
Marine reserves the right to withdraw any
products or services without notice.

britishmarine.co.uk

