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Introduction, background and 

executive summary 
 

Introduction and background 
 
British Marine, the association for the UK leisure, superyacht, and 
small commercial marine industry, offers a wide selection of 
resources to its members,  including information guides and best 
practice documentation.  It also promotes career opportunities in 
the marine industry and advice and assistance through their 
Environment and Boating Facilities, and Training and Technical 
teams. 
 
British Marine has identified a need for its members to be better 
informed of the funding landscape both generally and to ensure, 
given the present pandemic circumstances, that they are able to 
make full advantage of government support. 
 
The funding landscape across the range of activities undertaken 
by both commercial for-profit, academia and research institutes, 
public sector and not for profit organisations is extremely 
complicated. 
 
The nature of funding itself is varied, depending on what an 
organisation is looking to achieve. Funding may come through a 
variety of sources, such as: 

• Sales – profit margin on a product or service sufficient 
to fund RDI (research, development and innovation), 
new assets (plant, machinery equipment or buildings) 
or other activities. 

• Share capital and equity buy in, via angels or venture 
capital 

• Loans without equity buy in, such as from banks, where 
the original capital and interest have to be repaid 

• Grants, which are usually non-repayable 
 
This document concerns itself with the grant funding only.  It 
seeks to bring some structure to that aspect of the landscape and 
act as a resource for members of British Marine, who are 
themselves diverse in nature. 
 
Grant funding is available across the range of activities 
undertaken by British Marine members, whether that be for R&I 
(Research and Innovation), training, manufacturing, marketing, 
general business or other activities.  
 

Executive summary 
 
This document aims to help British Marine and its members by 
setting out the main grant funding organisations and mechanisms 
currently available.  It does not consider other funding options, 
such as those that take equity stakes, such as loans angel 
investors and crowd funding. 
 
For each grant funding organisation or mechanism, information is 
variously provided on their purpose and function, the broad 
types of funding available and examples of specific funding 
competitions.  Further details can be found via the urls provided 
for that organisation. 
 
It is important to remember, however, that the funding 
landscape is very fluid.  Funded competition calls change all the 
time as new ones open and close for applications. 
 

It is suggested that members set up a process for monitoring the 
funding landscape via the funding pages of the organisations 
mentioned in this document.  Monitoring is an on-going process - 
a frequent (possibly weekly) activity because : 

• individual grant funding opportunities are short lived, 
sometimes put out in response to a particular issue, 
such as COVID-19, or changing over time to cover 
particular themes; a typical ‘competition call’ for 
funding is open for about 2 months or shorter, and no 
longer than 3 months  

• even if competition calls have the same name or title, 
the scope may change. Thus, although one call may not 
be relevant to a business, another may be. 

 
A monitoring system should also involve signing up for alerts 
from the grant funding organisations themselves or third parties.  
Some of these are listed in section 6. 
 
When considering the suitability of a competition call, the more 
aligned the scope and requirements are to the member’s 
business and its strategies the better.  This means the member is 
knowledgeable about the call topic, has a high level of 
competency and interest in the subject matter, is allocating 
resource to projects it is likely to be doing anyway, and that 
outcomes from the project will more quickly benefit the 
organisation. 
 
Think broadly across one’s business.  For example, a 
manufacturing business is not only about the products being 
produced, but also about the processes involved in their 
manufacture – there is grant funding for putting in place (eg) 
Industry 4.0 processes and technologies. 
 
In addition, think about how a technology or innovation in the 
maritime industry may be transferred and be of benefit in 
another industry.  Cross industry transfer is welcomed by funding 
organisations.   
 
When writing your application follow these guidelines: 

• read the documents provided by the funding body and 
understand the nature of the competition, eligibility 
criteria and scope 

• note each of the scope points and write down how the 
solution fits each point 

• use a business plan approach 
o what is the challenge to be solved 
o is there a market for the offering 
o what skills or partners are needed to 

undertake the project activities 
o what are the project costs relative to the 

work involved and timing for the project 

• read the questions, make notes on each question 

• answer the questions – all questions and bullet points 
for each question 

• allow enough time to write the application 

• provide sufficient detail in the space / word limit 

• provide evidence for claims and statements 

• avoid technical jargon and acronyms 

• make it easy to read using formatting options, such as 
bullets and titles, to indicate that you have answered 
the question 

• get a person unconnected with the project to read and 
comment (proof-read and understanding) on your 
application 
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1 Funding for Research and 

Innovation (R&I) 
 

1.1 UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)  
 

1.1.1 Background information 

 
UKRI  (https://www.ukri.org) is the major R&I grant funding body 
within the UK.  It is funded by the UK Government - Dept for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). When formed 1st 
April 2018 it brought together 7 Research Councils, Innovate UK 
and Research England, which prior to that date operated 
separately with different remits, and had a total budget of 
around £7 billion. 
 
Funding for academic (Higher Education Institutions) research is 
administered under a 'dual support' system:  

• Research England and the equivalent funding bodies in 
the Devolved Nations (Department for the Economy 
Northern Ireland, HEFCW, SFC) provide an annual block 
grant, 

• Research Councils provide funding for specific research 
projects / programs. 

 
Funding for business-led R&I is via Innovate UK. although funding 
from the Research Councils may also be relevant to British 
Marine members. 
 
See : https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/  
 
The UKRI’s mission and objectives are driven by Government 
policy, as set out in its Industrial Strategy, to grow R&I spending 
to 2.4% of GDP and boost productivity. The Industrial Strategy 
consists of 5 pillars:  

• ideas,  

• people,  

• infrastructure,  

• the business environment, and  

• places,  
 

and 4 grand challenge areas:  

• AI and data,  

• clean growth,  

• ageing society, and  

• the future of mobility.   
 
The four grand challenges are the focus of the Industrial Strategy 
Challenge Fund (ISCF) , that covers both science (academia) and 
business.  More information on ISCF is given under Innovate UK 
below.  The specific challenges within these 4 areas are informed 
by business and academia on the basis of  

• the UK already having a ‘world-leading’ position  

• a global or fast growing and sustainable market. 
 

1.1.2 Strength in Places Fund (SIPF) 

 
The Strength in Places Fund  is a UKRI pathfinder program that 
invests in consortia of research organisations, businesses and 
local leadership, to undertake R&I projects to boost capacity and 
drive economic growth in specific regions of the UK. 
 
The aims of the SIPF are to:   

• support innovation-led relative economic growth, 
closing the gap between the rate of growth in the area 
and nationally  

• enhance local collaborations involving research and 
innovation. 

 
Wave 1 of SIPF has now been completed; for first stage of which 
23 projects were chosen and funded to produce full bids, from 
these 8 regional projects have been chosen and fully funded. 
 
See https://www.ukri.org/our-work/our-main-funds/strength-in-
places-fund/  
 
One of the 8 fully funded projects is in the maritime sphere, 
located in Belfast, and has been allocated £33 million of 
investment.  Led by America's Cup spin-off, Artemis Technologies, 
the Belfast Maritime consortium brings together established and 
young companies, academia and public bodies. The project will 
“build on Belfast's maritime heritage, expertise in advanced 
manufacturing, and renewable energy, to develop zero emissions 
hydro-foiling ferries and a maritime transport system of the 
future. It will create a pathway to high skilled jobs, inspire the 
next generation, and position Belfast as a global leader in zero 
emissions maritime technology”. 
 
For Wave 2, 17 projects have been awarded seed corn funding to 
develop their bids for a limited number of full awards.  
 

1.1.3 COVID 19 response and “Building Back Better” 

 
The UK Government has announced a number of funding 
programs to help the UK economy recover from the effects of 
the COVID 19 pandemic.  UKRI and Innovate UK oversee a 
number of funding competitions aimed at helping businesses 
impacted by the virus.   
 
An example was the now closed UKRI open CV-19 fund - 
Proposals are invited for short-term projects addressing and 
mitigating the health, social, economic, cultural and 
environmental impacts of the COVID-19 outbreak. - 
https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/ukri-open-
call-for-research-and-innovation-ideas-to-address-covid-19/  
 
All funding opportunities related to Covid 19 can be found on the 
UKRI website: https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-
opportunities/ 
 

1.2 Innovate UK (IUK)  

 

1.2.1 Background Information 

 
The Technology Strategy Board was set up in 2004, within the old 
Department of Trade and Industry, before becoming an 
independent body in 2007.  In 2014 it adopted the name 
Innovate UK, although still trading as the Technology Strategy 
Board until 2018. 
 
Since 2007 it has invested about £2.5 billion to help businesses 
grow by developing their innovations via projects which have had 
a total value of over £4.3 billion.  It estimates that it has 
supported 8,500 organisations, helped create about 70,000 jobs, 
and contributed a value add ratio of 1:7 return on investment to 
the UK economy. 
See : https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/innovate-uk  
 
 

https://www.ukri.org/
https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/
https://www.ukri.org/our-work/our-main-funds/strength-in-places-fund/
https://www.ukri.org/our-work/our-main-funds/strength-in-places-fund/
https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/ukri-open-call-for-research-and-innovation-ideas-to-address-covid-19/
https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/ukri-open-call-for-research-and-innovation-ideas-to-address-covid-19/
https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/
https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/innovate-uk
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Innovate UK’s strategic goals are to: 

• Deliver measurable economic and societal impact 
across the UK  

• Support and invest in innovative businesses and 
entrepreneurs with the potential and ambition to grow  

• Maximise the commercial impact of world-class 
knowledge developed in UK industries and its research 
base 

• Identify, support and grow transforming and emerging 
industries through innovation 

• Build a coherent, supportive environment incentivising 
R&D investment and enabling people and businesses to 
innovate 

 
Innovate UK supports the four R&D categories (see full 
definitions in Appendices) : 

• fundamental research – experimental or theoretical 
work to gain knowledge without any immediate 
practical application 

• feasibility studies – analysis and evaluation of a 
project’s potential 

• industrial research – investigation to gain new 
knowledge or skills leading to improvement in 
products, processes or services, and may include 
prototyping 

• experimental development – aims to develop new or 
improved products, processes or services, and includes 
prototyping, demonstrating, piloting and validation in 
environments representative of real life operating 
conditions. 

 

1.2.2 Innovate UK Funding Opportunities 

 
Innovate UK has a number of funding mechanisms of which the 
Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund and SMART grant are the main 
two.  Competition calls change on a weekly basis, so a watch 
should be kept on Innovate UK’s funding page : https://apply-for-
innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search.  
 
Note that all projects funded by Innovate UK since 2004 can be 
accessed on 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/innovate-uk-
funded-projects  
 

1.2.2.1 Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund (ISCF)  
 
As noted in 1.1 the priority areas for investment relate to the 
Government’s Industrial Strategy and associated Grand 
Challenges, notably: 

• Artificial Intelligence (AI) and the data economy.  Its 
focus is on AI and data innovation for sectors of 
strategic importance to the UK, including creative 
industries, space and high-value services 

• Ageing society, health and nutrition.  This covers 
farming and food production; medicines, cell and gene 
therapies; disease diagnosis; and independent living 

• Clean growth and infrastructure. The focus is on clean 
energy, air pollution, better urban systems and smarter 
infrastructure 

• Mobility, manufacturing and materials, with a focus on 
transport infrastructure operations; materials, 
hardware and data systems; and manufacturing 
efficiency to increase productivity. In doing these it will 
work in partnership with the Aerospace Technology 
Institute (ATI), Advanced Propulsion Centre (APC), 
Office for Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) and Centre for 

Connected Autonomous Vehicles (CCAV), as well as the 
High Value Manufacturing Catapult. 

 
Calls in these challenge areas are made available in waves.  Since 
inception in late 2016, ISCF has supported 1,820 organisations. 
Over the first two waves of funding 497 projects have secured 
£986m of government investment, in addition to almost £488m 
of underpinning investment (matched funding) by the project 
partners. 
 
The latest, wave 3, challenges are in the process of being fully 
scoped and selected. The shortlisted wave 3 challenges are: 

• Accelerating detection of disease 

• Commercialising quantum technologies 

• Digital security by design 

• Driving the electric revolution 

• Future flight 

• Industrial decarbonisation 

• Manufacturing made smarter (see manufacturing 
section 3) 

• Smart sustainable plastic packaging 

• Transforming foundation industries  
 
Information on projects funded under wave 3 ISCF are being 
made available from mid-June onwards. British Marine members 
should monitor the Innovate UK funding page (https://apply-for-
innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search ) to see 
which competition calls align with their own business and R&D 
plans.  
 
Timing for the development of themes for wave 4 is unknown, 
but when announced may offer an opportunity for BM member 
involvement. 
 

1.2.2.2 Industrial Strategy Sector Deals 
 
Sector Deals are partnerships between the Government and 
industry on sector specific issues.  10 sector deals are in place 
covering aerospace, artificial intelligence, automotive, 
construction, creative industries, life sciences, nuclear, offshore 
wind, rail, and tourism. 
 
To date there has been no specific maritime sector deal, although 
that for offshore wind may be of interest to BM members.  More 
information on the Offshore Wind Sector Deal is given in section 
1.4.3 - The Catapult Network. 
 
Funded competitions are scoped to align with the objectives of 
the individual sector deals and these are then bid for in a similar 
way to other Innovate UK competitions. 
 
Announcements of these can be found on the Innovate UK 
website: https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/   
 

1.2.2.3 SMART grants (formerly Open grant funding) 
 
SMART competitions are open for all sectors and technologies, 
and any size of company, although they may be especially 
suitable for early-stage companies, for which gaining funding 
support may be difficult and considered risky. 
 
These competitions are run regularly, although not necessarily 
continuously with a pot of usually £25 million.  They remain open 
for applications for about 4 months; the latest round opened on 
21 January and closes 26 May 2021. 

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/innovate-uk-funded-projects
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/innovate-uk-funded-projects
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/
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SMART grant calls usually receive a high number of applications – 
2,500 were received for the last round - so the success rate is 
usually low, below 5%.  Not only must the innovation be ‘game 
changing, disruptive and commercially viable’, but the application 
itself needs to be excellent, scoring at least 8 out of 10, on each 
of the 10 standard Innovate UK questions. 
 
Latest competition information will be made available on 
Innovate UK’s funding page : https://apply-for-innovation-
funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search  
 

1.2.2.4 Sustainable Innovation Fund (SIF) 
 
The £191 million COVID-19 Sustainable Innovation Fund will also 
support “new green innovations, unleashing the sustainable 
industries of the future along the way.  It is targeted at innovative 
companies needing to keep their great ideas alive during the 
current pandemic, in turn contributing to revolutions across 
whole sectors and transforming the way people live, work and 
travel.” 
 
This is a short term grant funding mechanism to help UK 
businesses (and the public sector) rebuild after COVID-19 in a 
sustainable manner.  All projects must relate to an impact on the 
business due to COVID 19.  
 
Businesses are being encouraged to develop smart sustainability-
based technologies, for example, that support a reduction in 
single-use plastics to greener modes of transport, or more 
energy-efficient office buildings, as well as large-scale operations 
like the next generation of sustainable public transport, helping 
to reduce air pollution in towns and cities, and building more 
powerful, efficient and cost-effective wind turbines. 
 
The funding is in three rounds – all have now closed, with the 
results of the latest round due early March 2021. 
 
It is interesting to note that Round 2 was a De Minimis 
competition.  De Minimus aid is a term used to describe small 
amounts of State Aid that the European Commission expects will 
have a negligible impact on trade and competition. These do not 
require Commission approval.   
 
The total de minimis aid which can be given to each organisation 
is €200,000 over a 3-year fiscal period. This is for all project types 
and for most purposes, including operating aid.  
 
See : https://apply-for-innovation-
funding.service.gov.uk/competition/678/overview for further 
details of this specific competition and eligibility. 
 

1.2.2.5 SBRI (Small Busines Research Initiative)  
 
Innovate UK administers a number of other competition 
programs outside of its block grant funding for ISCF and Smart 
competitions. 
 
SBRI is a program that allows public sector organisations to make 
their challenges public and businesses to put forward their 
potential solutions to those challenges.  It has been widely used 
by the NHS, MOD and other Government Departments, such as 
DfT, and Network Rail.  SBRI projects are 100% funded and seek 
solutions that are near market ready (TRL 8-9) and require 
demonstrating in the live environment, with evidence gathered 
during the demonstration to prove their feasibility. 
 

SBRI projects are advertised on the Innovate UK website 
alongside those for the Industrial Strategy and SMART grant 
competitions; see https://apply-for-innovation-
funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search  
 
For a sponsoring public sector body, SBRI is a form of pre-
competitive procurement (PCP) enabling it to work with potential 
suppliers to evaluate, refine and develop ideas into fully working 
solutions.  While the successful bid into the competition results in 
a contract to develop the working solution, it does not guarantee 
that a successful solution will automatically lead to a contract to 
purchase by the public sector body. 
 

1.3 Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN)  

 
The KTN (https://ktn-uk.co.uk ) is mainly funded by Innovate UK 
to manage its competition calls by organising briefing events, 
publicising the competitions and events, helping organisations 
bidding into competitions to seek partners and form consortia, 
and assist bidders generally. 
 
The KTN website lists specific events and activities that it is 
undertaking as well as the current competitions run by Innovate 
UK - https://ktn-uk.org/opportunities.  
 
In addition, the KTN gains additional income by managing 
competitions on behalf of other bodies, large private businesses 
and Government departments. An example is the Innovation 
Exchange - iX program, https://ktn-uk.co.uk/programs/ktn-ix  
 
KTN-iX is a cross-sector program supporting innovation transfer 
by matching industry challenges to innovative companies mainly 
from other sectors. It does this by firstly working with key 
industry stakeholders to identify their specific innovation 
challenges, it then publicises these challenges, seeks and 
assesses potential solutions. These are put forward to the 
challenge organisation, which selects a small number it feels best 
meet their needs. 
 
Currently the KTN-iX is looking for innovative solutions for 
delivering energy efficiently to ships whilst in port. This challenge 
has two sub-challenges:  

• Managing energy being delivered to ships 

• Making efficient connections  
 
The closing date is 25/03/2021, and winning business(es) will 
have the opportunity to present their solutions to major port 
operators such as the Royal Navy, ABP Limited, BAE Systems, Port 
of Cromarty Firth, Forth Ports Limited, Port of London Authority, 
Vattenfall Networks with a potential commercial opportunity to 
deliver their solution. 
 
Other programs managed by KTN are Knowledge Transfer 
Partnerships (see section 3.8) and Newton Fund (see section 4) 
 

1.4 Research Councils and Catapults 

 

1.4.1 Research Councils - Background information 

 
There are 7 research councils each providing funding for different 
subjects of academic research. The seven are: 

• Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) 

• Biotechnology and Biological Science Research Council 
(BBSRC) 

• Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 
(EPSRC) 

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/678/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/678/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/search
https://ktn-uk.co.uk/
https://ktn-uk.org/opportunities
https://ktn-uk.co.uk/programmes/ktn-ix
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• Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 

• Medical Research Council (MRC) 

• Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) 

• Science and Technologies Facilities Council (STFC). 
 
The research councils had a total budget of £3.8 billion in 2017, 
prior to being absorbed within UKRI, with EPSRC (£1,023 million), 
MRC (£706 million) and STFC (£657 million) the three largest. 
 
A main priority is the funding of new researchers, which means 
PhD and Masters students, with a non-repayable grant.  Some, 
such as EPSRC, also fund Innovation and Knowledge Centres – 
university-based incubators that support commercialisation of 
emerging technologies, while others, for example STFC, fund or 
operate large-scale research facilities. 
 
Funding opportunities with the research councils may present 
themselves, most probably by working with a lead academic 
institution.  The following is illustrative of this potential for 
marine and included here for information.  
 

1.4.2 Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) 

 
NERC is the research council that is responsible for the marine 
environment and may be of interest to BM members as a source 
of potential collaborative funding.  Potential opportunities are at 
https://nerc.ukri.org/funding/application/currentopportunities  
 
As an example, NERC is jointly running with the ESRC, a £12.4 
million ‘Sustainable Management of UK Marine Resources’ 
(SMMR) program, in partnership with DEFRA and Marine 
Scotland. While it remains open for applications until 6 October 
2020, the deadline for registering a Notification of Interest in the 
program has just passed. 
 
The SMMR program has three core themes:  

• understanding values associated with the marine 
environment 

• building tools to support management 

• designing interventions to support policy.   
 
The SMMR program aims to bring together marine scientists, 
policy makers, industry representatives, wider stakeholders and 
the public to build a marine research community and bridge the 
gap between science and policy. It is hoped that this 
collaborative research program will give rise to new approaches 
for managing UK marine environments, whilst informing and 
invigorating UK marine policy. 
 
See https://www.smmr.org.uk  for further details.   
BM members may also contact Nicky Lewis at 
smmr@nerc.ukri.org  or for assistance in making stakeholder 
connections, contact SMMR Champions at smmruk@st-
andrews.ac.uk  
 

1.4.3 The Catapult Network – an Overview 

 
There are 10 Catapults within the network (see 
https://catapult.org.uk/ ) receiving a third of their funding from 
UKRI / Innovate UK.  The reminder of their funding comes from 
customers paying for the services and facilities they offer, and 
from participating in funded projects. As such they may be a 
useful partner in a funded consortium. 
 
The Catapults with most interest in BM members are: 
 

High Value Manufacturing – see https://hvm.catapult.org.uk .   
Information on this catapult network is included at section 2.2 
below. 
 
Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) see 
https://ore.catapult.org.uk/about-us/.    
 
The ORE’s main interest is in developing and de-risking 
technologies for renewable energy production; however, it looks 
holistically at the industry and supply chain from initial subsea 
survey, windfarm planning and construction, blade and 
machinery manufacturing, to operations and maintenance.  See 
1.4.5 for information on its sector deal and growth partnership. 
 
Satellite Applications helping organisations to make use of 
satellite technologies and data, for applications in transport 
systems and geospatial intelligence.  See 
https://sa.catapult.org.uk/about-us/  
 
Connected Places was formed in April 2019 from the existing 
Future Cities and Transport Systems catapults to help the 
development of innovations around living and travelling 
(mobility) in and between places.  Transport Systems Catapult 
had some interest in the maritime sphere, although this is now 
less so.  See https://cp.catapult.org.uk/about-us/  
 
The Digital catapult (https://www.digicatapult.org.uk ) aims to 
grow the use of digital technologies within the UK economy.  It 
covers artificial intelligence; immersive technologies; future 
networks such as 5G, IoT and low power WANs; and distributed 
systems such as blockchain.  It operates 4 centres and labs in 
these technologies offering test facilities, alongside programs 
(such as open calls and ‘accelerators’) to help innovators and 
start-ups to develop the technologies and get them to market 
faster. 
 

1.4.4 Engaging with Catapults 

 
Catapults exist to help businesses develop their technologies and 
services, however they are commercial organisations and do 
make a charge for some of their services. It is worthwhile 
spending time getting to know what the Catapult of interest can 
offer; visit them and get a tour of their facilities. 
 
The following are optional ways of engaging with the catapults: 

• If related to a competition call in which the catapult 
wants to participate and collaborate with a business, 
approach the designated person to discuss the 
competition, your ideas and what each party in the 
consortia can offer and do. 

• If use of the facilities or test labs offered by a catapult 
is of interest, contact the people managing those 
facilities in the appropriate centre. Similarly, if one of 
the specific programs or services is of interest, contact 
the relevant person   

• If a general interest, contact the appropriate KTN team 
(Manufacturing, Complex Systems or Enabling) for an 
initial discussion.  The team will then steer you in the 
right direction and make introductions to the 
appropriate people within the Catapult 

 

1.4.5 ORE Sector Deal and Offshore Wind Growth 

Partnership 

 
As noted earlier the ORE led a successful bid for sector deal 
funding, which may be relevant to some BM members . 

https://nerc.ukri.org/funding/application/currentopportunities
https://www.smmr.org.uk/
mailto:smmr@nerc.ukri.org
mailto:smmruk@st-andrews.ac.uk
mailto:smmruk@st-andrews.ac.uk
https://catapult.org.uk/
https://hvm.catapult.org.uk/
https://ore.catapult.org.uk/about-us/
https://sa.catapult.org.uk/about-us/
https://cp.catapult.org.uk/about-us/
https://www.digicatapult.org.uk/
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The Offshore Wind Growth Partnership (OWGP) is a 10 year 
business transformation program that has been established as 
part of the UK Offshore Wind Sector Deal. It aims to promote 
closer collaboration across the supply chain, implement 
structured productivity improvement programs and facilitate 
shared growth opportunities between developers and the supply 
chain. Delivery is focused on direct support to supply chain 
companies through a combination of strategic capability 
assessments, advisory services and grant funding. ORE Catapult 
manages the OWGP with support from specialist delivery 
partners. 
 
The OWGP funding calls seem to take place on an annual basis, 
with the second OWGP call closing recently.  BM members 
interested in the offshore sector should monitor the ORE / OWGP 
website https://owgp.org.uk/ for further calls, likely to be in the 
2nd half of 2021. 
 
Projects are SME led with consortia involvement from offshore 
industry end-users and research organisations.  The application 
consists of 5 questions with evaluation by independent assessors 
on the following criteria: 

• Company background and relevance to the call.  This 
covered experience and market knowledge 

• Understanding of the challenge 

• Appropriateness of the solution to meet the challenge 

• Quality of project delivery and exploitation of results.  
This covered the project plan, risks to project delivery, 
and utilisation of the deliverables by the applicant’s 
business 

• Additionality and value for money. 
 

1.5 Maritime Research & Innovation UK (MarRI UK)  

 

1.5.1 Background information 

 
MarRI UK - https://www.marri-uk.org  - was set up in July 2019 
under the auspices of Maritime UK, the UK maritime industry’s 
umbrella organisation, bringing together the shipping, ports, 
services, engineering and leisure marine sectors. 
 
MarRI UK is a consortium of companies, academia and 
government (DfT), established as a national centre (based at 
Strathclyde University) for collaborative maritime research, 
attuned to national priorities, to meet innovation and technology 
challenges. 
 
Specific national policy alignment is with the Maritime 2050 and 
subsequent policy route mapping documents such as the Clean 
Maritime Plan and Technology and Innovation in UK Maritime. 
 
MarRI UK is an open membership organisation for UK companies 
and researchers, with Babcock and BMT, together with DfT as 
initial funders.  Membership has 3 tiers, with Tier 1 members, 
such as Babcock and BMT, having places on the strategy board 
and an ability to direct the research agenda, while Tier 3 (mainly 
aimed at SMEs) have a platform to engage in events and 
showcase capabilities. 
 

1.5.2 Funding opportunities 

 
Two funded research competitions have been run to date: 
 

• Clean Maritime.  The call funded technology, process 
innovations or services that offered significant 

improvements to systems, timings, processes or 
technologies for clean maritime services and 
operations. £1.5m was available for the competition, 
although the 10 winning projects were awarded £1.4m 
of funding, out of total project values of 2.9m. 

 

• Maritime Technology.  The call looked to develop 
potential applications for innovative technologies or 
proof of concept of new ideas.  £1.5m was available for 
the competition and the results were announced in July 
2020.  Again 10 projects were funded with funding 
awards up to £170k. 

 
Future competitions are likely to be aligned to the main areas of 
Maritime 2050, ie environment, technology, people, trade, 
infrastructure, and security and resilience.  As such there is 
potential alignment to many of BM’s members’ interests. 
 
 

1.6 Defence and Security 

 

1.6.1 Background to MOD, DSTL and DASA 

 
The MOD’s ‘Defence Innovation Priorities’ document, published 
September 2019 , lists 5 priority areas: 

• Integrate information and physical activity across all 
domains 

• Deliver agile command and control 

• Operate and deliver effects in contested domains 

• Defence people, skills, knowledge and experience 

• Simulate future battlespace complexity 
  
The MOD also has a Science and Technology Strategy (published 
in 2017) which is supported by its Areas of Research Interest  
these involve: 

• Understanding our changing physical and social 
operating environments and the effect of new 
technologies, through horizon scanning, a greater 
comprehension of social sciences and enhanced 
sensing capabilities 

• Harnessing advances in information, big data and 
autonomy 

• Enhancing military capabilities through technology, 
including power management, exploitation of the 
electromagnetic spectrum and advanced materials 

• Reducing the long-term costs of military capability, 
including platforms, space-based capabilities and 
training 

• Maximising the potential of our people; and having the 
right technical skills for the future 

 
The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (DSTL) oversees 
the program to ensure that innovative science and technology 
contribute to the  defence and security of the UK.  The Defence 
And Security Accelerator (DASA) is part of DSTL. 
 

1.6.2 Funding opportunities via DASA 

 
The Defence Innovation Fund (£800m over 10 years) was set up 
after the Defence Innovation Initiative – launched in Sept 2016 - 
and is sponsored by the Chief of Defence People (CDP).   The 
fund is allocated according to 3 themes, with the Defence 
Innovation Priorities determining the allocation to the strategic 
and cross-cutting activities theme. 

https://owgp.org.uk/
https://www.marri-uk.org/
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• strategic and cross-cutting activities such as the current 
Spearheads Programs and a new thematic Innovation 
Challenge on Information Advantage run through DASA 

• opportunities and ideas being open to any opportunity 
and ideas from any source, including the DASA open 
call for Innovation and the internal ideas schemes for 
business units and staff 

• enabling activities and resources that enable a culture 
that is innovative by instinct, by overcoming barriers, 
supporting development of the innovation ecosystem 
and developing the practice of Innovation 

 
DASA is an innovation hub, and is responsible for assessing and 
funding ideas that will assist the MOD in progressing its focus 
areas to help maintain military advantage.  See 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/apply-for-funding  
for details of current DASA funding opportunities.  
 
As noted above it runs both thematic challenges and an open call 
for innovation. 
 
Themed competitions cover a range of topics and exist to offer 
suppliers the opportunity to submit proposals around specific 
government areas of interest. Themed competitions may only 
run for a short time and have set closing dates. 
 
Registration with https://www.contracts.mod.uk  may be useful 
in order to track the themed competitions. 
 
An example of a themed competition is the Autonomy in 
Challenging Environments Phase 2  announced at the start of July 
2020. This competition seeks technologies to broaden the 
environmental and performance envelope of unmanned 
autonomous or semi-autonomous systems operating in maritime, 
land, and air environments.  The challenging environmental 
conditions within scope are: 

• high winds (such as gust effects and air turbulence 
within urban environments) 

• heavy precipitation (such as rain, snow, blizzards and 
ice) 

• high dynamic range illumination (including changes to 
UV and night vision) 

• water dynamics (such as currents and visibility) 

• temperature (such as temperature extremes and 
fluctuations between extremes) 

• sudden and enduring pressure or acoustic extremes 
underwater 

• intense flashes of light (including infrared and 
ultraviolet) 

• variable salinity 

• dense vegetation (including flora and fauna) 

• extreme and diverse terrains (such as variability in 
traction and elevation) 

• high-obstacle environments (such as within caves and 
buildings) 

• congested and contested EM environments (including 
radio frequency (RF) emissions) 

• GPS denied environments 
 
Proposals should address one or more of the following challenge 
areas associated with the unmanned systems and environmental 
conditions listed above: 

• perception and situational awareness 

• mobility 

• maintaining effective human-machine partnerships 
 

The application process and selection criteria are similar to that 
described in 1.6.3 below for open competitions.   
 
DASA Open competitions exist to offer suppliers the opportunity 
to submit their ideas to defence and security stakeholders 
covering innovations that address defence and/or security 
challenges, without waiting for a themed competition.   
 
The open call also has some specific Innovation Focus Areas 
where proposals are sought around the Defence Innovation 
Priorities and Areas of Research Interest noted above.  It may 
also include non-defence, ie security related areas. 
 
For the open call the idea could be a concept, technology or 
service that addresses the innovation focus areas or any defence 
challenge.  The open call has 2 categories:  

• Emerging Innovations for less mature innovations (TRL 
3-4), and  

• Rapid Impact for innovations that are more developed 
(TRL 6-7). 

 

1.6.3 Open Competition process and eligibility 

 
In brief the process and criteria for the two open competition 
innovation categories are as follows: 

• Emerging Innovations. 
o Proof of concept might include component 

and/or sub-system validation in a laboratory-
style environment. The project usually starts 
at TRL 2 or 3, meaning the basic concept has 
been formulated and the under-pinning 
technological principles observed at the 
outset.  

o No funding limit is specified, however 
projects typically receive funding between 
£50K - £100K and last between 3 and 10 
months. Successful projects may be 
candidates for follow-on funding in the Rapid 
Impact category, although other funding 
opportunities may be available. 

o Emerging innovations are contracted under 
the DASA short form contract. 

• Rapid Impact Innovations.   
o These must deliver a technology model or 

prototype demonstration.  The 
demonstration should be at a limited scale, in 
the hands of end users, and in the context or 
environment in which it is expected that the 
solution would be used. The project should 
have a realistic prospect of achieving an 
impact within a 3 year time frame from the 
start of the project; thus, there needs to be a 
strong customer requirement and capability 
need.  

o No funding limit is specified, however, typical 
funding is between £100K - £350K.   

o To be successful evidence needs to be 
provided of how other MOD / Security 
business and capability requirements, such as 
Defence Lines of Development (DLOD), could 
be satisfied should the project be taken 
forward after the pilot. 

o Rapid Impact Innovations are contracted 
under the DASA standard contract. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/apply-for-funding
https://www.contracts.mod.uk/


11 | P a g e  

 

The competition process has 10 stages : competition opens, 
proposal submission, competition closes, pre-sift, assessment, 
moderation, challenge of result, decision conference, decision 
release, feedback release. 
 
An applicant may discuss their potential project with a defence 
Innovation Partner by submitting an outline – a brief overview - 
through the submission service.  The Partner will advise on 
suitability for DASA funding, or possible alternative funding route. 
 
The Open Call is open for proposals all year round, with 
assessment dates scheduled across the year. The competition 
cycle for 2021 is as follows: 
 

Cycle Competition closes 
midday 

Decision date Feedback 
released 

4 3 December 2020  17 March 2021 23 April 2021 

5 28 January 2021 30 April 2021 15 May 2021 

6 31 March 2021 2 July 2021 30 July 2021 

    
The proposal assessment is based on three criteria: 

• Desirability.  Innovations solve problems, so alignment 
with the strategic need or challenge and compatibility 
with the end-user’s requirements are essential.  

• Feasibility.  Is the innovation credible; technically and 
practically feasible when compared with alternatives.  
A clear logical plan, with risk mitigation, backed by 
relevant expertise, capability and appropriate resource 
is required.   

• Viability.  The project requires a robust project plan 
with discrete work packages and achievable milestones 
to ensure that the idea will be delivered within the 
project scope and timescales.  The project costs need 
to be justifiable and offer value for money.  The 
proposal also needs to show how the innovation will be 
taken forward beyond the project – for further 
development, integration into existing systems, 
approvals and accreditations, potential business 
models.  

 
Further details can be viewed: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/defence-and-security-accelerator-
how-your-proposal-is-assessed#contents  
 

1.7 Government departments and devolved 

administrations 

 

1.7.1 Department for Business, Energy, Industrial Strategy 

(BEIS) 

 
BEIS is the main UK Government funder of R&D programs 
managed by different organisations.  Its 2020-21 R&D allocations 
budget totals £10.36 billion , with the major share (80%) going to 
UKRI.   
 
Other recipients were UK Space Agency, UK Atomic Energy 
Authority, Met Office, the National Measurement System, and 
National Academies, and a number of BEIS specific programs run 
by Aerospace Technologies Institute, Automotive Innovation 
Programs, Centre for Connected Autonomous Vehicles. 
 
As far as the author is aware, BEIS funds R&D projects or 
competitions only through this mechanism. 
 

1.7.2 Cabinet Office : GovTech Catalyst  

 
The GovTech Catalyst (enquiries to gtc@digital.cabinet-
office.gov.uk) uses a £20 million fund to pay suppliers to solve 
public sector problems using innovative digital technology.  The 
public sector proposes complex problems (or ‘challenges’) that 
up to 5 suppliers are funded to work on for 3 months. If results 
are promising, up to 2 of those suppliers will continue to work on 
it for a year. 
 
This is a phased approach with the supplier invitations and 
selection uses the SBRI competition process by Innovate UK (see 
1.2.2.3 above) 
 
GovTech applications are selected on the basis of the following 
criteria: 

• The problem must solve a current service or policy 
delivery problem that is understood very well. The 
application describes the problem not the solution. 

• The problem must meet a clearly defined user need. 

• The problem must need technology innovation to solve 
it. If there’s a solution that’s already understood and 
available on the market, the organisation must use its 
existing procurement process. 

• Other organisations beyond the problem holder should 
benefit from the solution. It is recognised that some 
technology innovation solutions are more transferable 
than others. 

• The challenge must be of a  size to respond to a 
feasibility budget of £50,000, with prospective 
solutions ready to buy with an additional £500,000 
investment. 

 
Further details are available 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/govtech-catalyst-
information  
 

1.7.3 Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs (DEFRA) 
 
DEFRA  is responsible for environmental issues on both land and 
water, and in the air.  It funds scientific research to support 
DEFRA policies, which for the marine sphere is largely carried out 
by the executive agency CEFAS (Centre for Environment, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Science). 
 
CEFAS undertakes scientific research at its laboratories as well as 
funding external research projects.  Its broad capability covers 
shelf sea dynamics, climate effects on the marine environment, 
ecosystems and food security. CEFAS has organised its work into 
six key themes: 

• observing and modelling the marine environment 
(oceanography and numerical modelling, using a range 
of technology and tools) 

• climate – predicting marine impacts and adapting to 
change (our evidence and potential mitigation 
measures) 

• the ecosystem approach and biodiversity (habitat 
mapping and understanding connections) 

• assessing human impacts on the marine environment 
(marine planning, emergency response and specific 
impacts) 

• promoting healthy aquaculture and mariculture (food 
safety, plus aquatic animal diseases and impacts on 
animal health) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/defence-and-security-accelerator-how-your-proposal-is-assessed#contents
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/defence-and-security-accelerator-how-your-proposal-is-assessed#contents
mailto:gtc@digital.cabinet-office.gov.uk
mailto:gtc@digital.cabinet-office.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/govtech-catalyst-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/govtech-catalyst-information
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• sustainable fisheries management (marine, migratory 
and freshwater fisheries information to support 
management) 

 
An example of funding via CEFAS for R&D projects is the UK 
Seafood Innovation Fund (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-
seafood-innovation-fund ).  Information is given here as a guide 
to the eligibility and application process for CEFAS administered 
schemes. 
 
It is an open competition for innovative products and services 
that benefit the productivity and sustainability of the UK seafood 
industry. This 3 year funding scheme (started in 2019) will shortly 
close its second wave of applications, with a potential 3rd wave 
in 2021.  
 
To be considered for funding organisations must: 

• provide an innovative idea or solution relevant to the 
seafood sector 

• demonstrate long-term sustainability and 
environmental benefits 

• be from an organisation of any size or type within the 
EU or UK 

• follow the full submission process correctly 
 
Applications for collaborative projects that include both seafood 
sector organisations and technology businesses are encouraged. 
 
An EoI (Expression of Interest) form is available that can be 
completed and sent in for consideration prior to a formal 
submission by CEFAS’s DELTA procurement portal. 
 

1.7.4 The Department for Transport (DfT) 

 
The Department for Transport (DfT) has been at the forefront of 
maritime policies, being responsible for the Maritime 2050 policy 
and related documents published in the past 2 years.  
 
Spending review discussions are on-going, in order to provide 
potential funding to help the development of solutions to the 
issues (mentioned n Maritime 2050) facing the maritime 
industry, specifically those related to climate change, 
decarbonisation and the Government’s net-zero objectives. 
 
It also funds transport technology and innovation calls via Mari-
UK (see section 2.5 above) as well as through the T-TRIG 
(Transport – Technology Research Innovation Grant) scheme.  
This funding mechanism bridges the early stage, proof-of-
concept funding gap, where small investments can de-risk 
emerging solutions.  It has a maximum project grant of £30,000 
for 3 month projects, and covers all transport modes; maritime 
themes and projects are well represented .   
 
The T-TRIG fund purpose is to: 

• reduce barriers to innovation and advance technology 
in transport 

• enable a better transport system in the UK 

• exploit smart ideas that have the potential to develop 
further 

• fund early stage innovations to take to the next stage 
of development 

 
Calls are made on an 12-18 month basis. For example, the 2020 
T-TRIG  competition closed for applications in October 2020, was 
managed via the Connected Places Catapult.  The program 
consisted of three challenges: 

 
1)    Open call – The purpose of the open funding call is to seek 
innovative ideas that have the potential to address a UK 
transport challenge, across all modes and technology areas 
2)    Decarbonising the Transport System – We are seeking 
projects that demonstrate innovative technological solutions to 
deliver decarbonisation from well to wheel, including the 
infrastructure, vehicles, and systems, both in the UK and 
overseas 
3)    COVID-19 Recovery – The department is seeking innovations 
that seek to aid in the COVID-19 Recovery within the transport 
sector, looking at transport modes, passengers and staff 
   
Further information on previous projects can be found at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-
technology-research-innovation-grants-t-trig-funding-winners 
and https://cp.catapult.org.uk/opportunities/t-trig/ 
 
The DfT is also funding (to the tune of £20million) an upcoming 
Clean Maritime Demonstration Competition which opens in mid-
March 2021.  See Maritime UK at section 2.8.3.1. 
 

1.7.5 Devolved Governments 
 
Each of the UK’s devolved Governments - N Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales – receives funding from the European Regional 
Development Fund to which it adds its own funds in order to help 
businesses grow.  This is usually though a devolved government 
department or appointed agency.  
 
The following overview of grant funding available from each 
nation is included here for information. The purpose is to fund 
‘home’-based innovations and technologies to grow their own 
economies, although this does not preclude organisations from 
outside the country to be included either as a partner in the 
consortium or as a sub-contractor.  
 

1.7.5.1 N Ireland 
 
Invest Northern Ireland (Invest NI - https://www.investni.com/ ) 
is the first point of contact when it comes to R&D support in 
Northern Ireland.  An economic development agency, it helps 
individuals, small, medium and large-sized businesses in the 
region to research and develop technologically innovative 
products and processes. 
 
Invest NI may offer funding support to eligible businesses looking 
to plan and/or undertake R&D projects. R&D projects can 
typically last between 6 and 36 months, with the funding to help: 

• plan, develop and test ideas 

• build and test a prototype 

• create and refine concept and design 

• secure intellectual property 
 
To qualify for this support: 

• the R&D project must cost a minimum of £15,000 

• organisations must fund at least 50 per cent of the 
total cost of the project 

• be able to show plans to grow and to export  

• Reach a turnover of £250k turnover in 5 years 

• Achieve at least 25% of sales outside N Ireland 

• Achieve within 3 years growth of at least 20% in 
o Employment, or over 20 jobs 
o External sales, or £500k  
o GVA per employee  

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-seafood-innovation-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-seafood-innovation-fund
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-technology-research-innovation-grants-t-trig-funding-winners
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-technology-research-innovation-grants-t-trig-funding-winners
https://cp.catapult.org.uk/opportunities/t-trig/
https://www.investni.com/
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In addition, Invest NI may offer free advice to businesses or point 
them to other potential UK or European funding opportunities 
some mentioned in this document. 
 
 
 

1.7.5.2 Scotland 
 
Scottish Enterprise (https://www.scottish-enterprise.com ) is the 
main grant funding body in Scotland and offers three types of 
grant: 

• Research & Development - Business grants from 
£100,000. Available to help projects that will lead to 
innovative new products, processes and services.  

• SMART Scotland - Business grants from £75,000. 
Available to small to medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
to help prove an idea, product or service will work.  

• Regional Selective Assistance - Business grants from 
£20,000. Available to help projects that will create or 
protect jobs in Scotland.  

 
While all sectors are eligible, there are some criteria that need to 
be met: 

• the business is based in or planning to locate in 
Scotland 

• the project represents a significant innovation for your 
company 

• the idea must have demonstrable commercial 
prospects 

• the organisation has necessary management and 
technical expertise and resources, either in-house or 
brought-in, to make the project a success 

• the project cannot go ahead without the R&D grant or 
would proceed in slower timescale or significantly 
reduced scope, which would have detrimental impact 
on the commercial opportunity 

• both the project and the business are financially viable 
 
Grant levels: 

• SMEs working independently between 35%-50% of 
eligible projects costs.  

• Large companies working independently between 25%-
40% of eligible projects costs. 

• Consortia (consisting of 2-6 companies) carrying out 
eligible R&D. The same levels of support are provided 
as above.  

• An SME carrying out R&D resulting in a product for a 
commercial partner(s), the commercial partner(s) must 
contribute a minimum 20% to the project costs. SE will 
then support up to 45% of the remaining eligible 
project costs. 

 
During the selection process, Sottish Enterprise considers: 

• The nature of the R&D 

• The creation or safeguarding of R&D jobs that pay the 
Real Living Wage and the overall economic impact of 
the project  

• Links into other local companies, perhaps for materials 
or specialist knowledge 

• Global market opportunity 

• Intellectual property 
 

SE asks for information, documents and evidence that show the 
project is suitable for grant funding. Companies need to make it 

 
1 https://www.lrfoundation.org.uk/en/programmes/ 

clear why they need support to make the activity happen, along 
with possible outcomes if support isn't available. 
 
Marine Scotland (https://marine.gov.scot/) has a similar function 
in Scotland to that of the Marine Management Organisation 
(MMO) in England (see 1.8.2 below).  It undertakes its own 
scientific research as well as offering grants to SMEs in Scotland’s 
marine and fisheries industries. 
 

1.7.5.3 Wales 
 
Business Wales (https://businesswales.gov.wales ) has a number 
of programs under the SMART banner to help create jobs and 
improve people’s lives by driving cutting-edge research and 
innovation.  SMARTCymru is its grant funding brand, and 
supports four categories of research, is available for all sizes of 
business and all phases of an R&D project.  The levels of support 
are as follows: 
 

R&D Phase Small Medium Large Limits £ 

Technical & 
Commercial 
Feasibility 

<75% <75% <65% 15,000 

Industrial 
Research 

 
<70% <60% <50% 100,00 

Experimental 
Development 

<45% <35% <25% 200,000 

Exploitation 
 

<50% <50% <50% 20,000 

 
Businesses must be based in Wales and carry out the projects 
there.  If collaborative all partners must have a base there, and 
one must be an SME; it is possible to subcontract to 
organisations outside Wales. 
 

1.8 Other potential sources 

 

1.8.1 Lloyds Register (LR) Foundation  

 
The LR Foundation (https://lrfoundation.org.uk ) was established 
in 2012 to protect life and property at sea, on land, and in the air 
– the focus is safety. A charity, funded solely by the profits from 
Lloyd’s Register Group, to create real-world connections between 
science, safety and society.  
 
It supports research into cutting-edge technologies that are 
applied through the solutions the LR Group offers and builds for 
its customers, and offers grants for both specific calls and more 
generally; funding a number of major programs lead by 
universities and research organisations1.  
 
Applicants for all grants must complete a registration form on its 
flexigrant portal - https://lrfoundation.flexigrant.com/  - which 
also shows the latest competitions. 
 
Generally, potential applicants can submit an outline proposal for 
its project, which has to demonstrate impact and public benefit.  
The outline proposals are considered at a monthly meeting, and 
if successful then require a full application. 
 
LRF offers a Small Grants Scheme, the latest round opened 1st 
February and closes 26 April 2021.  Grants up to £10k for 
organisations and £2k for individuals to support a range of LRF 

https://www.scottish-enterprise.com/
https://www.lrfoundation.org.uk/en/programmes/
https://marine.gov.scot/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/
https://lrfoundation.org.uk/
https://lrfoundation.flexigrant.com/
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aligned research related activities; these include public 
engagement events, travel to conferences, and organising 
meetings. 
 

1.8.2 Marine Management Organisation (MMO) 

 
The MMO  
(https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation)  is an executive non-departmental 
public body established under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 
2009, to enable sustainable development in the marine area, and 
to promote the UK government's vision for clean, healthy, safe, 
productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas.  As such its 
parent responsible department is DEFRA. 
 
It has a wide remit, with responsibilities including: 

• managing and monitoring fishing fleet sizes and quotas 
for catches 

• ensuring compliance with fisheries regulations, such as 
fishing vessel licences, time at sea and quotas for fish 
and seafood 

• managing funding programs for fisheries activities 

• planning and licensing for marine construction, 
deposits and dredging that may have an 
environmental, economic or social impact 

• making marine nature conservation byelaws 

• dealing with marine pollution emergencies, including 
oil spills 

• helping to prevent illegal, unregulated and unreported 
fishing worldwide 

• producing marine plans to include all marine activities, 
including those we don’t directly regulate 

• enforcing wildlife legislation and issuing wildlife 
licences 

 
The MMO includes a grants team for administering the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) , which opened in 2016 and 
continues until 2020 or all money is allocated. As such it is 
probably too late for BM members’ involvement in EMFF, but 
exampled here for information as the MMO might be a potential 
future funding source. 
 
The EMFF covers and supports sustainable development within 
fisheries, inland waters, aquaculture and maritime sectors and 
conservation of the marine environment, alongside growth and 
jobs in coastal communities in England. 
 
The UK had €243 million (around £190 million) of the program 
which is split between England (€92.1 million), Scotland (€107.7 
million) Northern Ireland (€23.5 million) and Wales (€19.7 
million). 
 
Non-governmental, public and semi-public organisations are able 
to apply for funding, with projects of up to £100,000 being 
assessed as an when submitted.  Those of over £100,000 are 
reviewed by a panel at set dates. 
 
An EoI submission could be made initially for comment by the 
MMO, with a full application made via the EMFF e-system for 
which an applicant user guide is available. 
 
 
 
 
 

1.8.3 Trade Organisations and Regional initiatives 

 

1.8.3.1 Maritime UK and its clusters 
 
Maritime UK (https://www.maritimeuk.org/) as the “collective 
voice” for the maritime industry, is a key player as regards 
government strategies and policies within maritime affairs.  
British Marine is a member, along with other associations 
covering  shipping, ports, maritime engineering and services 
sectors of the industry.   
 
One aspect of its work has been to set up regional clusters, which 
currently cover Mersey Maritime, Maritime UK South West 
(Cornwall Marine Network and the South West members of the 
South Coast Marine Cluster), the South with Solent LEP, and 
Belfast Marine Network.  These clusters are useful connections 
for BM members, for collaborations, marine test facilities and 
potential funding assistance.  
 
Maritime UK has been running a range of regional webinars in 
order to publicise and scope and upcoming Clean Maritime 
Demonstration Project following the DfT’s publication of its 10 
Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution.   
 
A recording and slides from these events, and details of the 
upcoming competition are at 
https://www.maritimeuk.org/priorities/environment/clean-
maritime-demonstration-competition.   
 
The competition opens mid-March and runs until mid-July 2021, 
with the successful demonstration projects to be shown at 
COP26, held Glasgow in November 2021. 
 
The £20 million grant funded competition aims to 

• Promote deployment of clean maritime technologies 
and zero emission vessels –putting UK maritime sector 
at forefront of a global green industrial revolution. 

• Support feasibility studies to provide blueprint for a 
network of projects/places ready for future investment 

• Identifying which technologies are best suited to 
different operational scenarios, to support market and 
policy development 

 

1.8.3.2 Regional bodies 
 
More information on regional bodes is given under section 4.  
Marine -I Cornwall (https://www.marine-i.co.uk/ ) is an R&D 
specific example of an EU funded local program aimed at 
businesses already based – or willing to relocate or set up a base 
- in the region, who want help in taking their ideas to 
commercialisation.   
 
The initial program ran from 2017-2019, with a new program 
running from 2020 to the end of 2022.  The current program is 
focussed on accelerating development of innovative product 
ideas, working closely with businesses to take their products to 
the next stage of commercialisation. It does this by linking 
businesses with academic institutions as well as test facilities, and 
some grant funding. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.maritimeuk.org/
https://www.maritimeuk.org/priorities/environment/clean-maritime-demonstration-competition
https://www.maritimeuk.org/priorities/environment/clean-maritime-demonstration-competition
https://www.marine-i.co.uk/
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2 Funding for Manufacturing  
 

2.1 Innovate UK  

 

2.1.1 Manufacturing Made Smarter 

 
The Manufacturing Made Smarter program is part  the ISCF set 
out in section 1.2.2.1.  The first call opened in July 2019 and 
focused on the use of industrial digital technologies (IDTs) to 
transform the productivity and agility of UK manufacturing. The 
challenge supported innovation and deployment of IDTs across 
industry sectors via cross-sector collaboration and learning. 
 
The latest call opened in July 2020 and closed 7 October 2020.  It 
focuses on digital innovation in UK manufacturing supply chains.   
Projects must help UK manufacturing supply chains to develop 
digital technologies to become more efficient, productive, 
flexible and resilient. These must encourage the use of digital 
approaches to better integrate and optimise the performance of 
supply chains. 
 
This 2020 competition comprises of 2 strands running at the 
same time, with 70% of eligible project costs covered by the 
grant. The strands are: 

• feasibility studies, with total eligible project costs 
between £250-£500k.   
See https://apply-for-innovation-
funding.service.gov.uk/competition/649/overview  for 
full scope, eligibility and application process. 

• industrial research, with total eligible project costs 
between £1-£3 million.  
See https://apply-for-innovation-
funding.service.gov.uk/competition/658/overview  

 

2.1.2 Industrial Energy Transformation Fund (IETF) 

 
The Industrial Energy Transformation Fund (IETF) supports 
businesses with high energy use to: 

• cut their bills and emissions through increased energy 
efficiency 

• reduce their emissions by decarbonising industrial 
processes 

 
The 2021 IETF opens on 8 March and closes 14 July 2021 and 
provides grant funding for feasibility and engineering studies and 
for deployment of energy efficiency.  It has two schemes : 

• IETF industrial energy efficiency and decarbonization 
studies, for feasibility and engineering studies.  

• IETF industrial energy efficiency technologies in 
industry, for reducing fuel bills and carbon emissions.   

 
See https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-
energy-transformation-fund-ietf-phase-1-spring-2021-how-to-
apply 
 

2.2 Knowledge Transfer network (KTN) 

 
As with all Innovate UK funded competitions the KTN exists to 
assist those bidding into them.  The KTN has a dedicated 
Manufacturing Team which can advise more broadly with 
manufacturing queries, (see https://ktn-uk.org/manufacturing/ ) 
including access to specialist help, for example via the HVM 
Catapults - see next section.   
 

2.3 Catapults – High Value Manufacturing (HVM) 

 
High Value Manufacturing (https://hvm.catapult.org.uk/ ) is one 
of the 10 Catapults, and comprises 7 specific areas, based on 17 
different sites: 

• AFRC: Advanced Forming Research Centre (part of 
NMIS, the National Manufacturing Institute Scotland) is 
based at Inchinnon, Renfrewshire, see 
https://www.strath.ac.uk/research/advancedformingre
searchcentre/  

• AMRC: Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre, with 
centres in Sheffield and Rotherham, see 
https://www.amrc.co.uk  

• CPI: Centre for Process Innovation has bases in Redcar, 
Darlington, Sedgefield and Newton Aycliffe, see 
https://www.uk-cpi.com  

• MTC: Manufacturing Technology Centre, with bases in 
Coventry and Liverpool, see http://www.the-mtc.org  

• NCC: National Composites Centre is based at Bristol, 
see https://nccuk.com/  

• Nuclear AMRC: Nuclear Advanced Manufacturing 
Research Centre, is based at Rotherham, see 
http://namrc.co.uk/  

• WMG: WMG Centre is based at Coventry, see 
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg  

 
The HVM Catapult offers manufacturers of all sizes access to 
equipment and expertise needed to develop new and existing 
products and processes. This approach allows firms to test and 
prove their innovative ideas before they commit to significant 
capital investment, giving them the confidence to move forward. 
The depth of its expertise helps move innovations from concept 
to commercialisation, underpinned by the workforce training 
required to maintain productive capacity. 
 
BM members should look at all these areas to see which best suit 
their needs, whether that be to use the facilities and expertise 
available, to enlist on a program, or to partner on specific grant 
funded competition calls.  See 1.4.4 for ways to engage with the 
Catapults. 
 

2.4 Engineering and Physical Sciences Research 

Council (ESPRC) 

 
The ESPRC manages the Manufacturing the Future program and 
issues thematic research calls (see 
https://epsrc.ukri.org/funding/calls ) which, although primarily 
aimed at research institutes, may be of interest to BM 
manufacturing members.    
 
The challenge for the Manufacturing the Future theme is to 
promote a richer, more productive dialogue between world-
leading manufacturing research and industry partners, and to 
ensure innovative manufacturing businesses play a significant 
role in shaping the research and taking forward the outputs and 
outcomes.   
 
The program has 4 main themes  : 

• 21st Century products 

• Digital manufacturing 

• Sustainable industries 

• New Industry Systems 
 
Further information on calls and how to get involved in potential 
projects can be obtained by contacting 
lydia.gardner@epsrc.ukri.org  or telephoning 01793 444528. 

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/649/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/649/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/658/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/658/overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-energy-transformation-fund-ietf-phase-1-spring-2021-how-to-apply
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-energy-transformation-fund-ietf-phase-1-spring-2021-how-to-apply
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-energy-transformation-fund-ietf-phase-1-spring-2021-how-to-apply
https://ktn-uk.org/manufacturing/
https://hvm.catapult.org.uk/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/research/advancedformingresearchcentre/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/research/advancedformingresearchcentre/
https://www.amrc.co.uk/
https://www.uk-cpi.com/
http://www.the-mtc.org/
https://nccuk.com/
http://namrc.co.uk/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg
https://epsrc.ukri.org/funding/calls
mailto:lydia.gardner@epsrc.ukri.org
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3 Funding for Training, General 

Business and Marketing 
 

3.1 Apprenticeships 

 
Offering apprenticeships is an excellent way of bringing young 
people into an organization and training them, with financial help 
and support from the Government. – see : 
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/  for England. 
 
Devolved Governments manage the scheme within their 
geographic areas: 
Wales : https://gov.wales/apprenticeships-skills-and-training  
Scotland : https://www.apprenticeships.scot  
N Ireland : 
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/apprenticeships  
 
Shipwrights scheme,  The Worshipful Company of Shipwrights' 
Apprenticeship Scheme encourages small businesses in the 
marine sector to train apprentices, The Shipwrights company has 
been offering grants to approximately 20 employers a year to 
financially support an apprentice in their first year. The bursary is 
only open to SMEs businesses who do not pay into, or benefit 
from, the apprenticeship levy. 
https://www.shipwrights.co.uk/shipwrights-apprenticeship-
scheme  
 

3.2 National Skills Fund 

 
Starting this Parliament, the government is investing £2.5 billion 
in the National Skills Fund. The National Skills Fund will help 
adults to train and gain the valuable skills they need to improve 
their job prospects. It will support the immediate economic 
recovery and future skills needs by boosting the supply of skills 
that employers require. 
 
From April 2021, any adult aged 24 and over who wants to 
achieve their first full level 3 qualification, which is equivalent to 
an advanced technical certificate or diploma, or 2 full A levels, 
will be able to access hundreds of fully-funded courses. 
19 to 23 year olds will continue to be eligible for their first full 
level 3 via the adult education budget, and for any additional 
qualifications made available through this offer. 
 
National Skills Fund - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

3.3 City and Guilds 

 
City & Guilds offers over 1500 awards, certificates and diplomas 
from Entry Level, to Level 3 (A-level equivalent) that are funded 
by the government to help employers and employees increase 
their knowledge and improve their skills for the future. See : 
https://www.cityandguilds.com/delivering-our-
qualifications/funding/employer  which also includes links to the 
devolved administrations. 
 

3.4 Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPS) 
 
The network of 38 LEPS in England operate Growth Hubs, which 
offer support and guidance to start up and established 
businesses in their areas.  Contact should be made with the local 

LEP, see https://www.lepnetwork.net/local-growth-hub-
contacts/.  
 
Growth Hubs work across the country with local and national, 
public and private sector partners - such as Chambers of 
Commerce, FSB, universities, Enterprise Zones and banks, co-
ordinating local business support and connecting businesses to 
the right help for their needs. 
 
While most support tends not to be grant funding as such, the 
support and guidance, as well as events and training / workshops, 
provided are subsidised and mainly free as the LEPS have been 
allocated monies from UK Government and European regional 
development funds.   
 
This funding includes the Kickstart Grant Scheme, whereby the 
Government has allocated £20 million for small grants (£1,000 to 
£3,000) to help boost the recovery of the economy from the 
effects of COVID 19.  The grants cover  

• accessing specialist professional advice e.g. human 
resources, accountants, legal, financial, IT / digital 

• purchasing minor equipment to adapt or adopt new 
technology in order to continue to deliver business 
activity or diversify 

 
All grants must be awarded by 28 February 2021 and all activity 
fully completed by 31 March 2021.  
 
LEPS are also a good source of information on specifically local 
business support programs, including grants and funding 
opportunities;  information on which can be obtained by signing 
up for their newsletters. 
 

3.5 Devolved Governments 

 
Business support is a devolved activity, so businesses in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland have their own bespoke services 
offered through: 
Business Gateway Scotland - https://www.bgateway.com  
Business Wales - https://businesswales.gov.wales  
Invest Northern Ireland - https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk  
 
The range of business support offered through these agencies is 
wide ranging and varied.  BM members in each region should 
spend time looking at these websites, and sign up for newsletters 
and alerts. 
 
An example of a current funding opportunity within Scotland is 
Circular Economy Investment Fund – 
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/circular-
economy/investment-fund.  
 
Zero Waste Scotland is investing £18 million as grant funding to 
small and medium sized enterprises who are helping to create a 
more circular economy. The Circular Economy Investment Fund is 
a funding opportunity for businesses and organisations in 
Scotland working in all business and social economy sectors. We 
are looking for innovative projects that have the ability to deliver 
carbon savings, leverage investment and create jobs.   
 
Also see section 1.7 for devolved R&D opportunities. 
 

3.6 Regional and Local Authorities 

 
Regional and local authorities offer a varied range of services, 
funding and support to businesses in their area.  Many of these 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
https://gov.wales/apprenticeships-skills-and-training
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/apprenticeships
https://www.shipwrights.co.uk/shipwrights-apprenticeship-scheme
https://www.shipwrights.co.uk/shipwrights-apprenticeship-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-levels
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualifications-getting-approval-for-funding/legal-entitlements-and-qualification-eligibility-principles-within-in-the-adult-education-budget#:~:text=The%20entitlements%20allow%20learners%20aged,to%20and%20including%20level%202
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-skills-fund?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=435b3b9e-6a48-475e-990e-4fc91e3287b2&utm_content=immediately
https://www.cityandguilds.com/delivering-our-qualifications/funding/employer
https://www.cityandguilds.com/delivering-our-qualifications/funding/employer
https://www.lepnetwork.net/local-growth-hub-contacts/
https://www.lepnetwork.net/local-growth-hub-contacts/
https://www.bgateway.com/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/circular-economy/investment-fund
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/circular-economy/investment-fund
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can be accessed via the LEPS or devolved administrations, 
although direct contact may also prove beneficial. 
 
British Marine members should search their own local and 
regional government websites, including bodies such as Midlands 
Engine (https://www.midlandsengine.org/ ) and Northern 
Powerhouse (https://northernpowerhouse.gov.uk/ ).  They may 
offer investment funding of various types, including small grants. 
 

3.7 Innovate UK / Knowledge Transfer Network 
 
Innovate UK / KTN manage the Knowledge Transfer Partnerships 
(KTPs) program for the whole of the UK (see : 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/knowledge-transfer-partnerships-
what-they-are-and-how-to-apply ).  While not strictly grant 
funding, the program is subsidised and offers a business or other 
organization a means of bringing expertise into the business it 
does not currently possess.  
 
The program creates a three-way collaboration, linking a business 
with a UK university or research organisation, which provides a 
suitably qualified graduate ‘secondee’ together with the 
knowledge and expertise of an academic, to undertake a project 
for up to 3 years.  The project may be on a technical, scientific or 
more general business topic. 
 
Projects are assessed on a (roughly) quarterly basis;  
Round 2 Opens 19 April 2021 Closes 30 June 2021 
Round 3 Opens 05 July 2021  Closes 29 Sept 2021 
Round 4 Opens 4 Oct 2021  Closes 01 Dec 2021 
Round 5 Opens 06 Dec 2021  Closes 02 Feb 2022 
 
This is a program for more established rather than start-up 
businesses, who are looking to diversify and grow but don’t have 
the in-house expertise in that area.  The business has to pay for 
the partnership (up to £35k per annum) and have sufficient 
resource to spend time on the project.  To find out more either 
contact the KTN (https://www.ktp-uk.org/contact-us ) who 
manage the regionally based KTP advisors, or the KTP office at a 
university of choice. 
 
There is also a Management KTP program (MKTP).  This new 
scheme operates in the same way as the general KTP but focused 
at management practices, linking companies with UK business 
schools.  Management KTPs enable transformational 
improvement by identifying key, strategic, management-based 
initiatives to increase business effectiveness.  Contact the KTN - 
https://www.ktp-uk.org/contact-us  - for more information. 
 

3.8 Other sources 

 
Other potential sources for training, general business, marketing 
and feasibility research purposes include those already included 
elsewhere in this document, as well as other sources, for 
example: 

• Government agencies  

• Maritime UK and its regional clusters 
 

3.8.1 Government agencies 

 
One example is an HMRC program managed by Price Waterhouse 
Coopers (on HMRC’s behalf) offering grants for businesses that 
complete customs declarations. The scheme is open until June 
2021, though it may close earlier if funding is fully allocated. 

Further details are available : 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/grants-for-businesses-that-
complete-customs-declarations  
 
Business can apply for to get funding for: 

• training that helps your business to complete customs 
declarations and processes 

• hiring new staff to help your business complete 
customs declarations 

• IT improvements to help your business complete 
customs declarations more efficiently 

This can cover training (up to £1500 per employee) or salary 
costs for new staff (up to £12000 per new employee). 
 

3.8.2 Maritime UK and regional clusters 

 
Maritime UK (https://www.maritimeuk.org/ ) is the umbrella 
organisation for the maritime industry and has a number of 
regional clusters around the UK; each of which may offer 
different services and facilities and enable access to a range of 
funding programs. 
  

4 UK Funding for overseas projects 

and European Funding 
 

4.1 Innovate UK / KTN 

 
Innovate UK and KTN manage the Newton Fund program, which 
is part of the UK Government’s Official Development Assistance 
(ODA). Its aim is to develop science and innovation partnerships 
that promote the economic development and welfare of 
developing countries. 
 
Initiated in 2014, the UK Government will grant £735m of 
funding over seven years to address major challenges across 
sectors as diverse as energy, health, urbanisation, ICT, agriculture 
and food. Find out more : www.newtonfund.ac.uk . 
 
Regular R&D competitions are run, with UK and partner country 
organisations invited to submit joint proposals. These are 
reviewed by a jointly constituted and chaired panel and 
reviewers nominated by the UK and the partner country.   
 
Innovate UK / KTN currently work with nine countries: Brazil; 
Chile; China; India; Indonesia; Malaysia; Mexico; South Africa; 
and Turkey. The KTN works on networking activity, to help UK 
and in-country participants meet and develop collaborative 
partnerships. This can take the form of online partnering 
platforms, partnering webinars, overseas brokering visits or 
inward visits from partnering countries. 
 
Dr Nee-Joo Teh (contact via the KTN website - https://ktn-
uk.co.uk ) leads KTN’s international activities across all sectors for 
the Newton Fund, Prosperity Fund and other global programs in 
support of government departments and agencies, such as BEIS, 
Innovate UK, FCO and DFID. As Head of International and 
Development at the KTN, his primary role is to facilitate the 
development and implementation of strategic research and 
innovation partnerships with key economies around the world.  
 

4.2 European Funding 

 

https://www.midlandsengine.org/
https://northernpowerhouse.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/knowledge-transfer-partnerships-what-they-are-and-how-to-apply
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https://www.ktp-uk.org/contact-us
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/grants-for-businesses-that-complete-customs-declarations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/grants-for-businesses-that-complete-customs-declarations
https://www.maritimeuk.org/
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4.2.1 Background information 

 
European funding in one form or another is considerable and 
open to UK organisations even though the UK has left the EU and 
undertaking Brexit negotiations.  Some of this funding is 
administered by the UK and devolved Governments, and by its 
appointed agencies, most notably those under the European 
Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) such as the ERDF 
(European Regional Development Fund) and European Maritime 
& Fisheries Fund (EMFF).  BM members should talk to their local 
LEPS (see section 4.3) or devolved governments to understand 
better what is on offer as this can vary from one (LEP) area or 
region to another. 
 
Other funding can be applied for by UK organisations individually 
or in partnership with other UK or European partners.  
 
The current position by UK Government is that any agreed 
funding arrangement will be honoured.  Details of this 
commitment during negotiation of the withdrawal agreement 
can be seen: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/continued-uk-
participation-in-eu-programs  
 
The main grant funding programs of interest (further details in 
5.2.2) are: 
 
Horizon Europe - The UK will associate to Horizon Europe. 
Association will give UK scientists, researchers and businesses 
access to funding under the program on equivalent terms as 
organisations in EU countries. The next step is for both sides to 
formally adopt the full text of the agreement taking into account 
the finalised EU Program Regulations. 
 
The European Commission has published a Q&A on the UK’s 
participation in Horizon Europe that BM members may find 
useful: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovati
on/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_uk
-participation-in-horizon-europe.pdf. 
 
Horizon 2020 - You can continue to participate in Horizon 2020 
programs and receive EU grant funding for the lifetime of 
individual projects, this includes projects finishing after 1 January 
2021.  Successful UK bids will continue to receive grant funding 
from the Commission. This includes calls that end after 1 January 
2021. 
Although, a small number of UK projects involving EU-restricted 
information may be unable to continue in their current form. The 
Commission will inform the affected participants. For more 
information contact UKRI at EUGrantsFunding@ukri.org. 
 
Assistance with understanding of European competitions is 
available from Innovate UK National Contact Points; Louise 
Mothersole is NCP for Transport, and can be contacted on 
Louise.mothersole@innovateuk.ukri.org.   Information on and 
connecting to project consortia is available from the Enterprise 
Europe Network.  The author can assist with contacts and 
introductions to these and other organisations. 
 

4.2.2 Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe 

 
Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU research and innovation program 
with nearly €80 billion of funding available over 7 years (2014 to 
2020), it is the 8th Framework Program (FP8) undertaken by the 
EU.   

 
Horizon Europe is the framework program (FP9) that will succeed 
Horizon 2020 and is currently under development. 
 
There are 3 pillars to the Framework Programs :  

• Excellent Science 

• Societal / Global challenges and EU competitiveness 

• Innovation 
 
Innovate UK and the KTN are holding a Horizon Europe general 
introductory webinar on Thursday 11th March 10am-Noon 
registration details here: https://ktn-uk.org/events/introduction-
to-horizon-europe-webinar/  
 

4.2.2.1 Horizon 2020  
 
H2020 consists of 13 elements under a number of titles, those 
included as Societal Challenges are probably of most relevance, 
made up of : 

• Smart Green and integrated transport 

• Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, 
marine and maritime and inland water research and 
the bioeconomy 

• Secure, clean and efficient energy 

• Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and 
raw materials 

• Secure societies – protecting freedom and security of 
Europe and its citizens 

• Europe in a changing world – inclusive, innovative and 
reflective societies 

• Health, democratic change and wellbeing 
 
Each of these has sub-activities with calls attached to them.  For 
example, the Smart Green and Integrated Transport challenge 
has 3 activities within which are specific calls for proposals: 

• Mobility for Growth 

• Automated Road Transport 

• Small Business and Fast Track Innovation for Transport 
 
The work program for this challenge area for the 2018-20  period 
includes calls on blue growth within the Mobility for Growth 
activity.  
 

4.2.2.2 Horizon Europe  
 
This program is under development, but the following is 
illustrative of what can be expected.  The Waterborne Technical 
Platform has proposed a Waterborne partnership – ‘realising 
zero-emission waterborne transport to the benefit of future 
generations’ that covers all waterborne transport activities; and 
covers both air and water pollution, including noise.  
 
It has links to and interests with other clusters around  
climate change, energy and mobility 
digital, industry and space as key enabling technologies 
food and natural resources addressing healthy seas and oceans 
health – look to reduce the impact of waterborne emissions 
innovative materials, advanced manufacturing and the circular 
economy. 
 

4.2.2.3 Application process for Horizon 2020 
 
The following are broad aspects of the application process, which 
are likely to remain in place for the Horizon Europe program.  A 
complete guide is available on-line at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/continued-uk-participation-in-eu-programmes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/continued-uk-participation-in-eu-programmes
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_uk-participation-in-horizon-europe.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_uk-participation-in-horizon-europe.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_uk-participation-in-horizon-europe.pdf
mailto:EUGrantsFunding@ukri.org
mailto:Louise.mothersole@innovateuk.ukri.org
https://ktn-uk.org/events/introduction-to-horizon-europe-webinar/
https://ktn-uk.org/events/introduction-to-horizon-europe-webinar/
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-
guide/index_en.htm  
 
Registration with the commission is needed prior to any 
submission. 
 
Depending on the technical nature of the field, the budget 
available and the expected number of proposals, the application 
procedure can involve one stage or two. 

• Under the single-stage procedure, submission is a full 
application at the outset of the process.  

• Under the two-stage procedure, submission consists of 
an initial summary proposal. If the proposal is 
shortlisted, you will be invited to submit a full 
application in the second phase. 

 
Each call has its guidelines, which should be read carefully to 
ensure eligibility.  The guidelines also include all necessary 
documents and templates needed for submission.  An application 
may be disqualified if the guidelines are not followed, including 
all specified relevant administrative forms, proposal description 
and supporting documents, and the length is under the 
maximum number of pages.  
 
Most Horizon 2020 funding opportunities are collaborative 
projects.  As Horizon 2020 is ‘open to the world’, opportunities 
for cooperation and participation exist with both EU and non-EU 
countries.  Project partners can be found through the Enterprise 
Europe Network (see section 5.2).  
 
 

4.2.2.4 H2020 Eligibility and funding 
 
The broad criteria for evaluation are  

• Excellence - clarity and pertinence of the objectives; 
soundness of the concept, and credibility of the 
proposed methodology; 

• Impact - the extent to which the outputs of the project 
would contribute to each of the expected impacts 
mentioned in the work program under the relevant 
topic; 

• Implementation - quality and effectiveness of the work 
plan, including extent to which the resources assigned 
to work packages are in line with their objectives and 
deliverables;    

 
Types of funding schemes (actions) are of three types: 

• Research and Innovation actions.  Activities aiming to 
establish new knowledge and/or to explore the 
feasibility of a new or improved technology, product, 
process, service or solution. For this purpose, it may 
include basic and applied research, technology 
development and integration, testing and validation on 
a small-scale prototype in a laboratory or simulated 
environment. Projects may contain closely connected 
but limited demonstration or pilot activities aiming to 
show technical feasibility in a near to operational 
environment. 

• Innovation actions.  Activities directly aiming at 
producing plans and arrangements or designs for new, 
altered or improved products, processes or services. 
For this purpose, it may include prototyping, testing, 
demonstrating, piloting, large-scale product validation 
and market replication. 

• Co-ordination and support actions.  Accompanying 
measures such as standardisation, dissemination, 

awareness-raising and communication, networking, 
coordination or support services, policy dialogues and 
mutual learning exercises and studies. 

 
Funding is  

• 100% of the total eligible costs, although this is 70% for 
innovation actions involving for-profit organisations 

• 25% of direct eligible costs is allowed for indirect 
eligible costs. 

 

4.2.3 The European Green Deal (EGD) 

 
The European Green Deal  (part of Horizon 2020) is a set of 
European Commission policy initiatives with the aim of making 
Europe climate neutral by 2050.  It was presented in December 
2019 and signed off by the European Commission in January 
2020. The official launch of a new Green Deal call is expected in 
mid-September 2020 with end January 2021 as the deadline for 
submission of project proposals.  It is likely to be a single stage 
application process with an estimated €1 billion of funding.   
 
A program call under the green deal has been outlined, although 
not finalised in all details  The call contains 11 areas made up of: 

• Eight thematic areas reflecting the key work streams of 
the European Green Deal. In each area, one or more 
topics address the challenges outlined in the respective 
stream. Topics target specific, high-impact 
technological and societal innovations that can help 
advance the sustainable transition relatively quickly.   

• Three horizontal areas - strengthening knowledge; 
empowering citizens; and international cooperation - 
that cut across the eight thematic areas and offer a 
longer-term perspective in achieving the 
transformations set out in the EGD. 

 
In September / October 2020 Innovate UK and KTN ran 3 on-line 
webinars and brokering events as an aid to UK companies 
thinking of bidding into the Horizon 2020 Green Deal.  The events 
will provide delegates with the opportunity to: 

• Gather information on forthcoming Horizon 2020 
Green Deal call topics 

• Discuss and refine your project ideas with potential 
partners 

• Discuss your project idea with UK National Contact 
Points 

• Build collaborations and join Horizon 2020 consortia. 
 
The application process was single stage with an estimated €1 
billion of funding.   
 
BM members interested in the Green Deal program should 
contact the KTN via its website (https://ktn-uk.org/) or speak to 
their usual KTN contact. 
 

4.2.4 Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 

 
The European Commission provides funding grants to support 
specific projects (e.g. scientific research) relating to maritime 
affairs and fisheries. Following a call for proposals, the 
Commission will grant fund projects that best meet its selection 
criteria. 
 
The EU website - https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
opportunities-maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en  - should be 
checked regularly for : 

• open calls for proposals 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm
https://ktn-uk.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-opportunities-maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-opportunities-maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
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• planned calls for proposals 
 
Each call contains full instructions on how to apply. 
 

4.2.5 The European Space Agency (ESA) 

 
The European Space Agency is an intergovernmental organisation 
of 22 member states including the UK, focused on the 
exploration of space. Established in 1975, and based in Paris, ESA 
has an annual budget of about €6.68 billion in 2020. 
 
Ian Downey is the UK co-ordinator, based at the Space 
Applications Catapult – contact by email: 
Ian.Downey@sa.catapult.org.uk  or Ian.Downey@esa.int.  
 
The standard procedure for placing contracts with ESA is via 
Business Applications, and offers funding and support to 
businesses from any sector who intend to use space (satellite 
navigation, earth observation, satellite telecommunication, space 
weather, space technologies) to develop new commercial 
services. 
 
Applications are open all year: businesses can either apply to a 
thematic opportunity or submit an open application.  Further 
details on https://business.esa.int/funding  
 
Open competitive ITTs cover one of the following two activities: 

• Feasibility Studies (100% funded by ESA) provide the 
preparatory framework to identify, analyse and define 
new potentially sustainable applications and services. 
The applications and services must be user driven, they 
benefit from the utilisation of one or more space assets 
(satellite navigation, satellite communications and/or 
Earth observation) and the tenderer intends to pursue 
a Demonstration Project after successful completion of 
the Feasibility Study. 

• Demonstration Projects (50% co-funded by ESA) are 
dedicated to the implementation of pre-operational 
demonstration services, which are user driven 
(including user involvement and contribution), they 
benefit from the utilisation of one or more space assets 
with clear potential to become commercially viable in 
the post project phase. 
 

An recent example was Marine Energy (Feasibility Study), opened 
15/09/2020 and closed 27/10/2020.   
Ocean energy has the potential to play a significant role in the 
future energy system, whilst contributing to the reduction of 
carbon emissions, mitigating climate change and stimulating 
economic growth. This call, in collaboration with the Dutch 
Marine Energy Centre (DMEC), is looking for companies with 
ideas to combine space-based applications in support of marine 
energy solutions. 
 
For open calls, ideas are proposed directly to ESA, setting out the 
opportunity to be pursued, which must be relevant to the 
opportunities of ESA's Business Applications program.  The first 
step is to complete an Activity Pitch Questionnaire (APQ) (see 
https://business.esa.int/documents ) and send it to ESA at 
business@esa.int.  
 
ESA's Business Applications program helps European industry in 
non-space sectors to use space to enhance their products or 
services in a wide range of domains such as Health, Safety, 
Environment, Development, Energy, Aviation and Transport.  
These may range from improving and securing transport systems 

to supporting emergency and disaster management and their 
success is based on seamlessly integrating space with terrestrial 
systems. 
 
Terrestrial systems can utilise any combination of space data, 
tools and techniques used for telecommunications, Earth 
observation, human spaceflight and navigation. 
The Business Applications program lends technical, financial and 
business support to transform ideas into products and services.  
 
Some of the thematic calls are in the marine environment, for 
example the recently  closed Ports of the Future, which as a 
feasibility project was funding 100% up to €200k. It addressed 
both the operations at the port and the activities for the 
transport of people and goods, shipbuilding, off-shore energy, air 
and water quality monitoring, and more generally, any 
automation and security activities that support the efficacy of 
these practices.  
 
The key focus areas were port automation, connected ports, port 
infrastructure improvement, port safety and security, unmanned 
solutions, and environmental impacts and energy efficiency. 
Applications are by the ESA-Star portal, with lead applicants and 
subcontractors registering their interest, which then enables the 
tender documents to be downloaded. 
 
 

4.2.6 Interreg NW Europe 

 
Interreg NW Europe (https://www.nweurope.eu/ ) program has 
been in operation for 30 years and involves Ireland, United 
Kingdom, Belgium, Luxembourg, Switzerland, and parts of France, 
Germany and the Netherlands.   The current program runs from 
2014 to 2020 (aligning with Horizon 2020) and had 3 themes: 

• Innovation.  The goal is to enhance the innovation 
performance of enterprises (especially SMEs) and 
projects are funded that help enterprises exploit new 
research so they can develop new technologies, 
products, and processes 

• Low carbon. This theme supports the shift towards a 
low carbon economy in all sectors, promote 
sustainable transport and remove bottlenecks in key 
network infrastructures. Transport is the largest 
consumer of energy in North-West Europe and one of 
the sectors with the greatest potential for energy 
savings. Mobility and sustainable transport are also key 
to the smooth operation of the internal market and for 
North-West Europe to remain the powerhouse of 
Europe. 

• Resource and materials efficiency.  This theme aims to 
help North-West Europe grow in a sustainable and 
resource-efficient way, and funds projects to accelerate 
the transition to a circular economy model, based on 
the principle of "Reduce, Reuse and Recycle". It 
addresses the most resource-intensive sectors, 
including the food industry, housing, construction, 
transport and mobility. 

 
The program had 9 thematic calls and 2 calls to help capitalise on 
those projects funded under the 9 thematic calls.  Projects are 
collaborative and details of the calls and projects undertaken can 
be viewed on the website. 
 
A future program has not yet been announced, although 
interested BM members should sign in for up-dates on the 
website.  

mailto:Ian.Downey@sa.catapult.org.uk
mailto:Ian.Downey@esa.int
https://business.esa.int/funding
https://business.esa.int/documents
mailto:business@esa.int
https://www.nweurope.eu/
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5 Organisations assisting applicants 
 

5.1 KTN / Innovate UK 

 
The KTN (https://ktn-uk.org ) is a useful resource for applicants 
into funding calls, not just those managed by Innovate UK. 
 
The main activities the KTN can assist with are: 

• Finding partners and helping to form consortia.  This 
may be through a formal brokering process associated 
with a specific competition call, or informally where a 
company may need a resource that it doesn’t possess 
in-house. 

• Reading through and commenting on applications.  This 
is usually associated with a specific competition call, 
and undertaken to ensure that the application fully 
covers the Innovate UK questions.  This service is not 
available where a consultant or bid writer has written 
the application. 

• General advice and help associated with competition 
calls, funding and investment.   

Signing up for newsletters via its website is a good way to keep 
up-to-date with activities in the sectors and technologies a 
business operates or is interested in. 
 
If a specific KTN person is not known, eg from a competition 
briefing event, then contact should be made via the KTN website 
- https://ktn-uk.org/connect.  
 
The KTN also promotes funding opportunities, events and other 
information via monthly emailed newsletters, each covers 
particular technologies or sectors / business areas.  BM members 
should sign up to the newsletters of interest via the KTN website. 
 
Innovate UK has a support line which handles queries associated 
with its competition calls and applicants’ eligibility - 
support@innovateuk.ukri.org.  
 

5.2 Enterprise Europe Network 

 
The Enterprise Europe Network (https://een.ec.europa.eu ) helps 
businesses innovate and grow on an international scale, not just 
in Europe but world-wide.  The Network is active in more than 60 
countries worldwide and brings together 3,000 experts from 
more than 600 member organisations. 
 
It is the world’s largest support network for small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) with international ambitions, and runs 
brokerage events, trade missions as well as conferences and 
workshops; some of which are maritime specific.  Information on 
current events, missions and other activities are available via an 
emailed newsletter. 
 
The Europa website contains information on its products and 
services, and links to the 25 local contact points in the UK 
(https://een.ec.europa.eu/about/branches/united-kingdom). 
 
From 1st January 2021 the EEN in the UK was renamed Innovate 
UK Edge (https://www.innovateukedge.ukri.org/).   This more 
closely aligns its work with that of Innovate UK, adding specialist-
led support for innovative businesses.  
 

Innovate UK Edge offers growth support to businesses in order to 
exploit innovation, enter new markets, and source funding. 
Delivery of these objectives is through dedicated innovation and 
growth specialists local to the business, as well as through 
programs such as investment readiness program Pitchfest and 
the Global Business Innovation Program.  
 
Innovate UK Edge aims to support each business through its 
growth journey. The most outstanding scaling businesses that are 
disrupting their industries, capable of achieving over 50% growth 
p.a. are invited to join its Scaleup Program for enhanced support. 
 

5.3 Innovate UK for European projects 

 
Innovate UK has a number of National Contact Points, each 
covering a different sector or aspect of EU Horizon 2020 / 
Horizon Europe calls. They are publicly funded and give free 
impartial advice regarding European funding, tailored to each 
individual business and organisation. The services include: 
Advice on administrative procedures and contractual issues 
Assistance on proposal writing 
Distribution of documentation - forms, guidelines, manuals etc. 
 
See https://www.h2020uk.org/national-contact-points  for 
further information and contact details.  
 

5.4 Grant source websites and newsletters 

 
https://www.gov.uk/help/update-email-notifications has links to 
topics, departments and organisations offering update emails. 
 
https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/ offers a free monthly 
newsletter as well as a very useful grant search facility on its 
website.  The search facility is on a subscription basis, from 1 
month to 3 years; searches can be by region, category, etc as well 
as key word. 
 
https://www.j4bgrants.co.uk/ is a useful website to search on the 
basis of UK region and category of activity to be undertaken. 
 
https://www.tbat.co.uk/ is a grant funding, R&D tax credit and 
innovation consultancy.  It will write bids into Innovate UK 
competitions on a fee basis.  Its newsletter is a good source of 
competitions and application tips.   
 
https://www.contracts.mod.uk/ is a very useful site for those 
engaged or interested in defence and security projects. 
 
Support & Funding Opportunities | Maritime UK This is an open 
source portal comprising support and funding opportunities for 
companies in the UK maritime sector. It is administered by 
Maritime UK and the KTN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ktn-uk.org/
https://ktn-uk.org/connect
mailto:support@innovateuk.ukri.org
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://een.ec.europa.eu/about/branches/united-kingdom
https://www.innovateukedge.ukri.org/
https://www.innovateukedge.ukri.org/Source-funding-finance/Pitchfest
https://www.innovateukedge.ukri.org/Enter-new-markets-grow-and-scale/Global-Business-Innovation-Programme
https://www.innovateukedge.ukri.org/Scale-with-us
https://www.h2020uk.org/national-contact-points
https://www.gov.uk/help/update-email-notifications
https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/
https://www.j4bgrants.co.uk/
https://www.tbat.co.uk/
https://www.contracts.mod.uk/
https://www.maritimeuk.org/priorities/innovation/funding-opportunities/
https://ktn-uk.org/
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6 Appendices 
 

6.1 Categories of Research and Development (Innovate UK) 

 
The competition scope will specify the category of R&D activity for that particular funding opportunity.  Innovate UK supports the following 
R&D categories: 
 
Fundamental research 
This means experimental or theoretical work primarily to gain new knowledge of underlying phenomena and visible facts, without any direct 
practical application or usage. This type of research is usually undertaken by a research organisation. 
 
Feasibility studies 
This means analysis and evaluation of a project’s potential, aimed at supporting the process of decision making. This is achieved by 
uncovering its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats as well as identifying the resources needed and the prospects for success. 
Feasibility studies will usually help businesses decide to work either individually or collaboratively with other industrial or research 
organisations, before conducting a subsequent larger project. 
Individual competition scopes will define their own requirements for feasibility studies in terms of project size and length. 
 
Industrial research 
This means planned research or critical investigation to gain new knowledge and skills. This should be for the purpose of product 
development, processes or services that lead to an improvement in existing products, processes or services. It can include the creation of 
component parts to complex systems and may include prototypes in a laboratory or environment with simulated interfaces to existing 
systems, particularly for generic technology validation. 
 
Experimental development 
‘Experimental development’ means acquiring, combining, shaping and using existing scientific, technological, business and other relevant 
knowledge and skills with the aim of developing new or improved products, processes or services. This may also include, for example, 
activities aimed at the conceptual definition, planning and documentation of new products, processes or services. 
Experimental development may comprise prototyping, demonstrating, piloting, testing and validation of new or improved products, 
processes or services in environments representative of real-life operating conditions. The primary objective is to make further technical 
improvements on products, processes or services that are not substantially set. This may include the development of a commercially usable 
prototype or pilot which is not necessarily the final commercial product and which is too expensive to produce for it to be used only for 
demonstration and validation purposes. 
Experimental development does not include routine or periodic changes made to existing products, production lines, manufacturing 
processes, services and other operations in progress, even if those changes may represent improvements. 
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6.2 Technology Readiness Levels (TRL) 

 
These refer to the stage of development prior to a product, process or service being fully commercialized, ie sold into the market.  Some 
industries and Defence have their own TRL’s but usually align with the general one: 

 
  

6.3 Business size bands 

 
The definition of micro, small, and medium-sized business used by funders is set out in the European Commission Recommendation of 6 May 
2003.  
 
The main factors determining whether an enterprise is an SME are: 

• staff headcount 

• either turnover or balance sheet total 
 
This is set out here: 
 
Category  Staff headcount  Turnover or Balance sheet total 
Medium-sized < 250   ≤ € 50 m ≤ € 43 m 
Small  < 50   ≤ € 10 m ≤ € 10 m 
Micro  < 10   ≤ € 2 m ≤ € 2 m 
 
A large organization is anything above the medium sized business limits. 
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